Wake your plans for & 85 deal in
the next contest. This may secure the
finest Christmas gift you ever had.
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“To care for bim wbo bas borne the battle, and for bis widow and orpbansg.”

prisoners, and that they should be carried
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Those who have enteredd into  battle |coat. He acted ns a sort of Provost-Mar-
whive 1he chances were strongly against shal, and took t'll:lﬂ:i: of those who were
them. will know something of the feel- condemned to execution by the drawing;

ekl b e S R = oo {amd his g ral deportment, appearance
iz which cnwme to us, as we were placed in | and expressions, of bhoth face and lan-
line 1o lots; but to this feeling was | puage, were quite in keeping with a hang-
added weror of the izgnominious death | man's duties, As each soldier drew a
of b g up 9 n tree, like a traitor | numbered slip, the amiable red-head di-
55 1 mordivers by Gk mlicrnbie Jish: rected him to step out of the line, saying:

i R T “We'll give you a chance to stretch
Wil [ud we Dbeen the same men | hemn: “You can shake the dust off your
wilio Lad carried ont the orders for execut- | feot,” and other like cheerful remarks.
ine ir comrades, for which revenge was 1 h:i\'-xl_ fnn:-lath-nl ‘tu“nt.lte lthnlti wlll;-n
" [y - sorharie A we were hrst placed in line and told what
20’ e LRSI ““”.]'i' .I',”h'.m" bave wis to be done, Private George Soule, of
been & sround for justification, from |y, Mich. Cav., turned to me and
their staudpoint, by this senm of the re- | gaid: “Captain, I shall be one of the men
bellion, 1 we were all innocent of smy [drawn te be hung™

wurfare This was the second ease of premoni-
rey urfare,
Since then, after learning during years | ion, which appeared among the seven
of Indian warfare how our troops, when men_who. were ‘drswn, for; both it
. " - among the first who were drawn, Poor
enptured by Indians, are trested, I have Pronty! his sad forebndings were con-
often thonght how nearly akin to the feel- | firmed by the fateful paper which he
lng which then seemed to animate |drew. He was nearly poralyzed with
T . nleasure of the |¢motion, and a ghastly palior covered his
Mosh) Bh is the pleasn face, But it was an emotion which all

paviges ut their evening entertainment, |
when formed in an amphitheater, seated
arvund their eaptive, bound to a stake
or tree and burned to death. The squaws
walk around the wvictim, and ingeniously
inerease his torture and demounstrations
of suffering by thrusting firebrands in his
face and body while life lasts,

Here were gathered farmers, seated
upon their horses, who looked approving-
Iy on, as if the proceeding was the en- |
forcement of u stern, strict law in vindi- |
cation of an offended Confederacy, which |
as a

fintion and
“mil ¥ ¥, for wrangful arts of
their encmy. Ghosts did not rise before
them of the many Union soldiers who had
been wantonly butehered at night, with-
out warning, on }‘ii‘l..t-t posts, around enmp
fires, and a hundred other places where
fences, buildings and brosh  afforded
stealthy approach for attack without re- |
sistanee, and where prisoners were not
wanted, and no quarter given.

By virtue of my rank, I received the
very empty honor of being placed upon
the right of our little line; and it was ap- |
preciated quite = much as 2 man natural-
Yy would, when similarly stationed in any
chain gang. On my left stood the only
other commissioned officer of our party,
¥First Lieut. J. C. Disoswsy, of the bHth
N. Y. H. A, who had joined us st Paris
pnder another sguad.

One brief glance along our line showed,
as by photograph, & view of mental dis-
turbance in the expression of faces. In
that one look I saw bowed heads, and
lips moving in silent prayer. Life, with

4ts charms, was, perhaps, to end here,

ons of dear ones at home, of hopes
gpd ambitions blotted out, snd of airy
epstles  vanishing—all swept quickly
through my mind, while the throng surged
und us, all eager for the show to be-
“H,” with the nerve and stoicism of
n old soldier, sauntered quietly within
. but, It was no time for conversa-
tlon—"life was teo short.”

About this timé & mon wearing a broad-
brim hat rode up by my side and lifted
my chapeau, or eap, from my head, and
placed in its stead his old slouch hat. 1
goncluded that his old hat was just about
&8 good as any to be hung in, and made
po remark. It afterwards helped to dis-
guise me.

Presently three men appeared before
the left of our line. One was a tall man,
with head vocovered, not reverently, nor
In deference to those stunding before him,
but because just then he had use for the
hat in his hand.

A LOTTERY OF LIVES.

As he halted before the man standing
at the left of the line, we instinctively

derstood the plan of the lotters. The

t was raised above a point of vision of

revenge

its contents, and the first man was |
directed to reach his hand into the hat
and take out one piece of paper. Tliis

was done and a slip of paper lifted out,
which was taken from his hand and ex-
amined by the two attendants. This was
repested as ther passed successively l
each man in the line.

Those who drew blank slips of paper
remained in the line, and those who drew
papers that were marked In numbers
were considered condemned for execution,
and were immedistely taken out of the
il‘llu- and placed under & special guard.

ieut. Disosway drew a blank.

When my turn came 1o draw I reached
my haud into the hat, at once selzed u!idl
distinetiy felt three slips of paper. At
this time I did not know how many had
drawn numbers, but having a vague idea
that it was probably a matter of some
concern to myself which of these pieces
of paper | selected, mwy action was a lit
tle slow.

“Hurry up,” said the man holding the
tll. By reason of being very tall, and

olding the hat for his own eyes only,
he wat able to see my tardy movements
As he spoke I let go one of the three
plips, and after an Instant’s pause, drop
ped the second plece, and at the samc
time rmised my band with the remaining
allp to decide my fate. It was quickls
taken and examined by the trio, who an
nounced that it was a blauk,

A few minutes of relief to some of us
now passed, ax the conductors of the cere
mony withdrew from our presence. All
of us now had drawn each one paper,

t only fve had drawn numbers, where
¥ it appearcd, as we soon learned, un ex-
eess of blank slips had prevented the dis
tribution of all !L-' seven slips which were
aumbered, and this had to be adjusted by |

aking the number of papers conform to

¢ number of men remaining, by another
drawiug. to make up the required seven |
men. Meautime, one of the five who had
drawn & prize, and who was quite young,
was 80 overcome that he gave vent to
loud lamentations. Being found to be a
drummer boy, Mosbhy ordered thut, beiug |
one who did not bear arms, he should be |
taken out of the line, and that another |
man be drawn in his ploce. This left |
only four condemned, and three more to |
be drawn.

By this time the man with the hat had
returned, and we were again straightened
Into line, and, I maﬁ' add that by this
time also we more than ever wuanted to
go home to our parents. Bot the casting
of lots was resuined, and irregularly, the
firth, sixth apd seventh men, with pale
snculu; stepped out of the line to meet their

th.

fne of the three guerrillas who con-
ducted the drawing wias a peeuliar looking
%ﬂn. whose conduct was equally peculiar,
¢ was in sxcellent spirits. In fact, the
whole affair was an entertzinment very
much to his ¢. He was o Yed-headed
man, with bushy, untrimmed red beard,

o

struggled to emother down during the
pending raffle for life or death.
After the sixth man had been drawn,

four of us remnined oo the right to draw;

to gome locality in the mountaing, off from
the genernl thoroughfares, where a house
must be socured, in one room of which
the prisoners shonld be placed and kept
nnder double guard. We were alo told
to proc to Rectortown by break of day
next morning. (1 happened to be among
the uumber of this detailed guard, which
renders me o Chmiline with the cirenm-
stances), In porsunnes of orders, we pro
fed next day to Rectortown

“Among the prisoners 1 noticed a young
officer (n Lieutenant), who scemed to be
suffering from lameness, and he excited
my compassion by his ineffeetual effort to
keep up. Riding up to him 1 offered him
a seat behind me on my horse, which he
gratefully necepted. As we were in the
rear of the march and out of earshot, we
cenversed very freely, and he gave me
several points in his history, and I found
him to be a refined and intelligent gentle-
min. He stated that he had only recently
been brought from Louisiann, where he
acted as ar officer of artillery, and he
deeply regretted being captured here, ns
he feared he wonld never survive prison
life. He was the only son of a widowed
mother, and had recently been marvied to
n youngz wife, He seemed deeply dejected,
and T cheered him as well as I could, not

tiny of the prisoners,
L L] -

“On arriving at Rectortown we fonnd
Col. Mosby, with full commaund drawn up
in line, and he himself in  consultition
with his principal officers. One of these
finally advanced toward the sqund which
guarded the prisoners and gave them or-
ders to draw them up in line. The Ad
jutant then rode forward and read an or-
der. It stated that seven of onr men have
ing been recently hung by the enemy, it
was determined that seven of the prison-

Ilnta for these seven wounld be immedintely

|

“THIS EXPERIENCE EMBRACED
A HOTEL IN THE MIDDLE OF

ne the first and second of these hoth sue-
cessively drew blanke, Lieut. Disosway
and myself exchanged glances, which vir
tually said each to the other, “One of us
must be the seventh men; one of us must
go!" Being on my left, his turn came
first. Then for an instant, I knew his
thoughts were far away with loved anes
at home, but frmly and deliberately he
placed bis hand in the hat. Without wait-
img to see the result, I turned to look at
the bright afternoon sun, and the distant
woods, and thought: “Is this to be my
inglorions end, to be hung by the guerril
las? This same sun will, perhiups, shine
down tomorrow upon our lifeless bodies
suspended from trees!”

The next instant I discovered the Lieu-
tenant's fatal drawing. He had drawn
the last number. Raising his hat with
one hand he prssed hix other hand over
Lis fevered forehead, and, half turning to
me, he simply said, *This Is tough!” Hut
I had repson to express some hope in hus
bebalf (which would not have existed for
myself), and accordingly tried to en
conrage him in the moment he was per-
mitted to remain standing by my side.
Then we bade each other good-by as he
turned away, and I never saw him again;
but he was not hang. He was wfterwards
commissioned in the egular Army, and
died in 18488,

To go buck a day or twn, to the time
when Lieut. Disosway joined us in the
old store room at Paris, 1 had observed
thut one of Mosby's men, who went by
the name of Leslle, had come to the Lien-
tenant seversl times and conversed s an
old mequaintance, and nalso learned that
some time previously, during the war,
l.exlie had been & prisoner at Fort Me
Henry for a period, where Lleut. Disos-
wny wns then on duty as Assistant Pro-
vost-Marshal, and that he reteined warm
teelings toward the ofMcer for kind treat-
ment received at his hands while a
Prisoner,

When Lieut, Disosway was captured by
the party, Leslic was with them and
recognized the Lieutenant, apd on account
of past kindnesses offered himd by varions
little services and attentlon, such as re-
ceiving his money and valuables for safe
kéeping, ete. Putting this and that to-
gether, I was strongly impressed that they
were both Masons, and accordingly rea-
goned that if Lieut. Disosway was a Ma-
gon, 2 way would be found to spare his
life. T’h{l assed bastily through my
mind when lge hat bearing & sentence of
death to one of us was approaching us for
the geventh man. I expressed this hope
to Lieut. Disosway a minote later when
trying to encourage him,

LIEUT. DISOSWAY'S EXPERIENCES,

I elip from a Philadelphia paper an
article purporting to be written by one of
Mosby's men, w U WAS present and wit-
nessed the proceedings deseribed, and nar-
rates also the Lieutenant’s experience
after we separated at Rectortown. It is,
doubtless, quite correct:

At ahout 8 o'clock in the afternoon the
different companiegs began to arrive, sey-
eral having Federal prisoners, and shortly
afterwards Col. Masby, with the rest of
his men, came up with ﬁﬁ or B0 additionsl
prisoners. He
that there should be a de

end wore sn Infantryman's (Federal) dress

each company to take charge

A STAY

OF THREE OR Foun
THE TOWN OF FRONT
diawn.
sCene
upon
death.

“In the course of 20 minutes two ofli-
cers approuched, one of them holding a
hat, in which hud been placed n pumber
of wads or balls of paper, corresponding
with the number of prisoners. Seven of
these wads were marked. The drawing
then commenced, the officer with the hat
requiring the right hand prisoner to tnke
out an ball, which when drawn Y handed
to the other ofMeer in attendance
opening, pronounced it to be either biank
or otherwise. At first sev 1 blanks
were drawn, then ecnme o wmorked ball,
which was drawn by o cavalry sollier of
Cyster's command., and hsiling  from
Michigun. This man coolly  remarked
thut he was prepared to die for his coun
try. The ditawing proceeded with vorious
results. T stood behind the young offleer
whose lnmenesg 1 have mentioned, nnd
wis much relieved when he drew a blunk,

DAYS IN
ROYAL,

Upon reading of this order a
ensued  which will be impressed
my wmeniory until the dey of my

upon which I eongrotulated him. Hoe
turned and seizing my hband pressed it
| with wartath,

“Oun the second drawing. my friend,

the Lientenant, deew s marked paper.
whns shocked by this, and he was deepls
distressed, but exhibited a  courngeous
resignation to his fate. Colling to him a
moldier of his company, who had nlso been
taken prisoner, he requested him to take
| his wife an empty pocket book and pencil
case, suying that these were the ouoly
souvenirs he had left when condemned 1o
execution, und his last thoughts were with
his wife and mother.
fected at his fate, and desired to nssist
| him if possible, Whispering to him 1
asked if he were n Freemuson, to which
|hu replied in the affirmative,

“Immedintely after this the guard was

ordered to march off with the seven men
| who had been condemned. We procesded
| with them (1 being one of the guarid) only
A few hundred yards, when we we or-
|dered to halt and await further orders,
|and in a few momeuts s freshly-mounted
squad of 15 men, commanded by n Lieu-
tensint and equipped for a raid, approwch-
ed us with orders from Col. Mosby that
we should be relieved trom the cnre of the
prisoners,

“Among the number of thix relief guard
was an iutimate friend of mine, to whom
I relnted the eireumstances in connection
with the Lientenant, and also informed
(him_that be was a Freemason. Being
anxious to learn their destinotion, 1
| questioned him ubout the recent order,
land ke informed me that they had been
commanded to take the prisoners across
the mountiing, and as near to Sheridun's
headquarters ns possible, and there hang
them. He promised me that he would
|do all that he could consistently with duty
| in behnlf of the condemned officer. They
then proceeded on their way, and severnl
days elapzed before 1 heard unything of
their movements, On meeting with my
Ill'riem! he gave me the following particu-
nrs:

“They reached Parig on the same night
after leaving us, and were there met by
Capt. Mountjoy, who was returning from
|the Valley with a batch of prisoncrs. Be-

mmcdhtalti guve orders | ing n friend of Mountjoy's, he took the
il made from |first opportunity of ihforming him of the
the 'situstion of the Lieutenant, and also in- |

WASHINGTON,

knowing myself anything about the des- |

ers shonld be hung in retalintion, fand that |

who, on |

I was deeply ne- |
| and
P summaoned, who therenppn

formed him that he was a Freemasan,
and requested that he would try to save
him. Upon hearing this, Mountjoy re-

quested an interview with the officer, and |

immedintely  afterward he erossed the
street to where he kept his own prison-

ers and returned with two of them. Thesse |
he presented to the officer In chavge of the |

prisoners ns two of Custer's men, whom
he wishel to substitute for the Lienten-
ant. After some hesitation, and with a
condition that Mountjor shonld assame all
responsibility, the exchange was made.
The officer, after returning earnest thunks
| for his life, was bastily transferved to n
bntch of prisoners under the care of a
Sergeant, who was told to make all pos-
gible hnste to get ont of Gordonsville, and
especinlly to get out of Mosby's dominfons
before the break of day.

| “Thus, in the course of a little over 48
hours, was the fate of this mwan reversed
| three times in the most remarkable man-
ner. At first, in the terrible ordenl of
deawing a lottery for his life, be eseaped,
Then by a singilar fatality the drawing
wiis taken over again, and he found him-
gelf condemned to a sudden and awfal
death.  When all hope was
and he found himself on the way to execn
tion, deliverance came in 4 manner equal-
Iy as unexpected and remarvkable”

ROUTE TO RICHMOND.

|  The entertainment being over at this
point, the remaiuder of our party were at
once started on Toot for Richmond. *“H™
aund I, now finding that he was not to
| be released, as had been promised s,
agreed that whenever an opportunity pre-
gented for ecither of us to CHUN M, We
| wonld do g0, separately, if nec ry.

_ Dring the next three dayvs we journey-
|mi circaitously and  tediously  towuards
| Gordonsville.  Being cloudy and  rainy
weather, without suashine, we conld not
tell the points of the compass, and eonld

|  PRISONERS EN

| not, therefore, intelligently  attempt  to
| eReape,
| We finally renched Flint Hill, on the

| Front Royal turnpike, which crosses the
maountnines, and were oo enabled to get
our bedrings, and soon afterwards o

rivedd at Lattle Waoshington, a1 small wil
lnge on the same road, where we halted
about noon in front of the hotel, on the
main strect. Here the depizens turned ont
quite  genernlly to look at the Yankee
prisoners, to compliment the guard
an their sud .

Observing a colored wainan at an open
window iu a log cabin adjoining the hotel,
I asked permiission of the guard to step

tover thers to get n drink of water, Poy-
| mission being granted, @ few  steps
brought me in front of the colored wonuimn.
who handed me a gonrd Blled with water.
As I raised the gourd te my lips, in a
low tone, | said to her: “Auntie, it 1 get
awny and ne bhack bhere tonight, will
you take care of me?" COdiserving, as 1
drank, that she hardly eomprebended my
guestion, I has=tily said, “I am o Yankee
soldier,” and repeated my question,
fuce lighted up, as she impediately an-
swered, “Yes, mn you ¢come back here;
I'll take care of you."

We were soon woving again, and 1
had accomplished one good, move looking
| to esenpe. A few miles of weary march-
ing brought us to Sperryville about dark.
Herve T effcetéd my eseape alone, during
| the evening, by passing the sentinel whily
ns conversing with his comrades in
1 where onr party were plaoced for
the night, aud siarted hestily on my soli
tary jJourney for Litthe Washington,
| throngh the fields, reachibg there before
midnight.

Although MeCauslamd® Cavalry Bri-
| gade had in the meantime arrived and en-
comped cloke to the village, [ went i
| rectiy to the colored woman's log cabin
| under cover of the darkness, and was
| heartily greetod by her hgsband aod her-
| self, who gave me a comfortable shake
!iln\'- n on the Hoor of the loft of the cabin
| and supplicd me abundantly with food.

Without  stopping to recite all  ex-
periences on my return to the Upion liney
from this point, sufllee to say that it was
| accomplished safely, with the aid of the
colored people on my route. They were
wll remmrkably kind, and seemed to think
{they could pot du enough to serve me,
each one in torn guiding me to his
neighbors nlopg the route, and received by
cach contidently as with passport, 1 was
led to think myself a veritable  patron
of the underground railroad of theose days.

This experience embraced a stay of
three or four days in a hotél in the middle
of the town of Front Hoyal, The house
was closed for business and wos in choarge
of and occupied by on unssually  intelii-
gent eolored shoemaker and his wife, who
| stowed me away in nn wpper room, where
the windows were boarded up,  Lomax's
Confederate Cavalry Ihivision  occupied

b

the town, but [ suceeeded in leaving at
night, erossing the Shenandoal  WRiver

seated behind a trusty colorw] man, who
had brought a horse from a weighboring
furm where he lived.

Itealizing before leaving Front Royal | ——

the fact that I was surmmounded with Con
federates for several miles, throngh whose
lines 1 must pass, my shoemnker friend as-
sivted e in blackening my fuce and
hunds, and after exchanging my coat for
un old gray homespun, which reached
down to my knees, my disgoise, with the
old hot amd shoes uncersmonionsly  ex
chaoged for me, was quite complete.
WITHIN THE UNION LINES,

A night's travel put me outside of the
Confederate cavaley picket line, and to
the comfortalile mousion of the Tualey
estute, where Joynl negroes were pleased
to  provide bountifully for me in the
spncions basement quarters until the nest
nfternoon, when vne of their friends con
ducted me to the front of the Union
cavalry picket ling, which extended either
way until lost in the distance. The view
of  thoswe silent,  motionless,  mounted
troopers, sepurated at regular intervals,

standing statute-like, gnzing out toward
the eneiny's country from au open, ele
vated region, was a grhtéful, pleasing

sight to an escaped prisoner.

We advanced until halted by 2 videt,
again, until the Sergeant had
conducted us
to the officer of the picket, and when with-
in the line of the 224 N. Y. Cav., questions
and answers were in order, while several
of the otficers drew near, while 1 was try
ing with soap and water to scour from
wy face and hands the blickiog, which
proved to be no easy task.  During this
operation, and while at the same time 1
wis giving an account of myself, in re
sponsge to questions pertinept to the case,
the countenances of one al],t-l' another ro-
laxedd as their suspicion gave way to
smiles over my lodierous agpearance as a
contraband. '

On reaching wy brigade, to my amaze.
ment, I found George Soule, one of my
detail who was captured with me, who
drew lots, wos one of the séven con-
| demuned, and who eseaped from the guard
near the plice of execution quite miracu-
lously. As be stated, the seven men had
been tied by the wrist of one hand each
to u rope, nnd thus marched on foot dur-
ing the night for the desigunted point of
execution. The rope was long  enocugh
| for one end to be held by one of the
Illll_;llliti_'ll gunrd, who rode ahbead of the
| prisoners, amd the wther end of the rope
| was earried by apother member of the
| guard of hauging party, who followed
| behind the prisoness, marching in single
| file behind ench other, while the rest of
the guard rode on each side,

Dwring  the night Seunle had mananged
to loosen the rope enough to get his hand
free when opportonity might offer. They
had marched all night, and the prisoner’s
last march was drawing nedar its end, the
| destination being ordered by Mosby be-
fore starting, as the woods along and
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lnr'ur Berryville tunrnpike, where the bodies
of the men would be found by the Union
troops within the Federal lines,
The first faint indications of approach-
ing day were already visible, and Sonle
alizing that his chinces for escape were
i desperntely slim, in passing over
asion in the ground, quickly slip
pod hiz hand from the rope and fell with
his foce to the ground, fortunately withont
being observed. As soon as the others had
pussed n few yards, he rose apd ran on n
lsekward course for dear life and elimbed
a tree, where he remgined within hearing
|of the murder of his eomrades,
He reached Winechester the
and reported the affuic to the
minnder, whao sent o detachment in search

day
Com

nest
prost

of the remains of the murdered men. The
| detnchment found the dead bodies of four
of the men suspended from the limbs of a

tree, and the Afth still alive, Iying on the
ground ghot  throvgh the head and
shonlder. He was reaoved to the hoapl
tal in Winclhester, and, it is to e hoped,
finally recovered, but 1 fniled to learn.,

It seems that the detail bad been in
dulging freely in applejack during their
nmight's ride, and were not in their best

cundition for their task nt this time, Thes
commenced their work by tying one end of
i rope aromed a soldier's neck, throwing
the other eud over the lhmb of a tree, amd
deawing i up.  The second and thivd
nud fourth were thus pulled up, and go

~
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'!l-l.\.- in ‘;I” gnm;"l- ‘h"}t -“"ljr IIW" el the scope and char- "f"]':;““'l Iio n Iifer: will march
Wies o the enrth in thoir eath strig Py e : Lo | Wil hute over monnk ml across riv-
gles.  While this was bei dunie HJI‘1 Apive. ok jeitis |‘mm--. ers; will camp on the ) ide aml stand
-:_n.‘:.-:izilu.'. crouching survivois were con- | tal chapter in the|..pd in the mootlight and in the rain-
tinuonsly appealing for sudden death by history of the civil | =torm; will be with him as a videt in the
--I|m’-n|.:. s P war. It denls with a | lonely forest, and again in the wild charge.

By this time the bungling w . - sulesck | ind I bumorous, the pathetic, the pres
troublesome enough to thoe 1R s great subject, 2 postercus, the extrnvagatt phises of wae
to consent to finish the others hy shoot- one little umderstood, | are all told with the pen of a master.

imng them, nd with this purpose two of
the muards tnrned each to shoot one of
the two remaining prisoners, one of whom
wis shot through the e
and left
ing

other, the Nergeant

stutbd (he be
k). and the
f n New York

wis: eXxanian

for F

GO 1l Iy

alry regiment, who
Licut. Disosway, a muscular man. knoek-
vd up the r er which was pointed at

him, and ran into the woods for
anil eseaped,

dear life

This moch of the job being finished by
the r ery, they attached to ote of the
suspeided bodies a placaril  pres logsly

prepared by Moshy, Informing Ma

Ly,
. with much flourish of words

ind

#¥, that these men were
ted in ation for ven of Mozt
men killed Ly Gen, Coster’s orders;, “meas-

ure for measure:” that be “would raise
the black Haz"” ete. The War Depart-
ment hans this paper,

It is unnecessary to state how Gen.

Sheridan ¢
boots upon

iz army trembled in their
ipt of this Informution.

A few S after my retarn 1o camp
| T reeeis I m “ILT sent
from No lie fpd esenped
land hnd vl During his ab-

| enee his friends hod only heand from him
through notices which were then p
el in the Richmond Examiner and copied
Lin the New York Herald whenever a copy

of the pnper fouud it way  through |
| Uniun lines,  Among other articles the
| New York Herald of that mounth eon-

fol

tined the owing:

| “A NEW YORK CITIZEN CAP-
[ TURED BY MOSBY.”

[ From the Richmond Examiner, Novem-
I‘l-n-l" 2.

“(i. B. H

>
—.' n titizen of New York,
run into by Mosby, was received by the
Clastle yesterday, from Maj. Boyle, Mos-
| by's shipping agent. Mr. Hl—— is one of
| the ‘swell mob' of Broadway, in baggy
| trousers, and charncterized his  capture
|n||-i incarceration in the castle as “too
damned  Lod".™

When I subsequently met him he nar-
{rated  his experieneées as a prisoner in
“Castle Thunder,” in Richmond; of his
obtnining from the Confederate Secretary
lof War, through Mr. Lyons, a prominent
| lnwyer of Richmond, an order for his re-
lease; how the order was  outrageously
[ taken from him and not returned; how he
was compelled to accompany a train load
of prisoners who were being shipped by
{rail to Salisbury, N. C.; how the prison-
ers overpowersd the gunrd in their car at
a wood station, and escaped; how some

of their number were recaptured, and
how, finnlly, after two long weoeks of
travel, he reached the Union lines near

Norfollk, with the aid of friendly negroes.

But soon the grand army of the Union
marched tricmphantly to victory and to
peace, althouzh thonsinds upon thousands
of the “countless throng” whose volces

_JJ

_“ON 3UCH SOLDIERS AS THESE Do

then  swelled  the glorions, patriotie
choruses, which the hills and valleys of
the South echoed back to loyal ears, have
flrendy passed away in the onwiard march
of freedord, can we still say that *“Time
At last sets all things even,” when the
Government bestows positions of honor
and emolument in reward for disloyalty
apd bloody-handed treason of the very

worst type? -
(The end.)

o and shoulder, |

FOR DEFENSE."

becanse it was a
tragedy enncted  be- |
hind the scenes, ob- |
by the smoke of battle in front.
While the public was kept daily informed
of march and si te attack
the attention upon the

Finally comes gritn battle, the defeat, the
surrender, the traveling throuzh the South
as A prisoner of war; the experiences in
| Richmond prisons. ar nt ghusily Belle
Isle: then comea the elimnx in the prizon
| stocknde ot Andersonvil'e itself, with its
40000 meen, its poverty, i
death. AY these things are tals

—
senred

s anid desn

and repulse, fixi

ever-changing panorama
of active warfare, the
voice of herses dying

in prison-pens was lost.
I:\'u news enme from the
men herded  like ecattle
beyond the mountains of
the Bouth. The Nation
kunew little of the horrors
behind the stockade,

The nuthor of Ander-
gonville has told a thrill-
ing story. If it bas hor-
rors they are not of his
invention.

The however,
will be found to treat not
only of prison life, but to
abound in incidents of
| the caomp, the march,

and the battlefield. In fact, there is no told as only they can be told by one who
better puarrative extant of the stirring ex- was there.
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NEW ARRIVALS AT ANDERSONVILLE.
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'A Veteran's Experience in Texas With Weitzel's Twenty-fifth
Corps.

By HIRAM T. PECK.

As prefatory to my nareative [ will | operations—the last “stamping ground™
state that my connection with Gen, [of the r».»‘ln_;lhuti—w:;.“‘l‘il{l';‘l ].-m-m‘nl!{‘;
Tl S e 3 v . wy return home, and s an elnboration o
Weitzel's Twenty-fifth ‘(.m-p.- of ‘colored | a2 journal kept by me during that period.
troops dates from my discharge fmm the |~ The Inst expedition of the war—Gen.
military service, at City Point, Va., June | Weitzel's Texas expedition—left City
2, 1863, when 1 enguged as clerk for the | Point, Va., early in June, 1865, the fleet
Medical Director of the Corps. At that |being ordered to rendezyous in Mobile
| Bay and await further instructions from
| the Commanding General. The steamer
| Crescent, the flagship of the expedition,
wis a fine and commodions vessel, dd-
|n|iruhly adapted for the comfort of her
| pnssengers.  Being favored with beanti-
ful weather and a smooth sen, the voyuge
was very enjovable, and seemed more like
| n pleasure excursion than nn expe on
| under the stern directorship of Mars,
| After touching at the Mobile Bay ren-
| dezvons for the General to izsune his or-
| ders, we proceeded to New Orleans, where
we remained one night, Thence wea
steamed to Galveston, touched at In-
dinnola, and then proceeded to Brazos San-
tingo Island, the point designated for our
|di.l-!l-lub:u‘kntiml. A portion of the troops
| were stationed at Indianola and Corpus
| Christi, while the remuinder were sent to
‘rlm frontier to garrison the various posts

along the Rio Grande.

On the morning of June we bade
adicu to the Creseent, after having
‘l]uurti-rnl on bonrd that boat for 17 days,

0o

and pitched tents for the first time on the
goil of the “Lone Star State.”
BRAZOS 1SLAND.

It n person should be required to ex-
press his opinion of Texus, founded upon
his first impression of Bruzos Islund, the
| aeconnt he wonld give woald not be suti-
| utly glowing to indoce people to emi-
grate to any great extent; for of all lonely
plices ever inhabited by man I am fally
convineed that this isinnid has no equal

The only water we could obtain was
that taken from the Gulf, which we ren-
dered drinkable by the process of con-
| densation; and even the sapply of this
| wus limited, owing to the large numbep
of troaps then arriving. Two condensers
weoere kept in constant operation, and yet
the demand was found to be much greater
than the sapply, so that the animnls, to
suy nothing of the men, suffered consid-
ernbly for the want of this life-sustain-
ing element.

Condensed water, in its most relishable
comdition, is a nanuseating drink; but this
was doubly so on account of our being
obliged to use it almost boiling hot from
the condensers, In addition to this it
retained a slightly brackish taste, thereby
increazing rather than diminishing thirse,
This searcity necessitnted the strictest
economy in its use. Teams were occasion-
ally sent to the Rio Grande, n distance of
10 miles rrom our eamp, 1o obtain water
for the headquarters use, which, when
properly settled, wag far preferable to
that obtnined on the island.

Rruzos Santingo acquired historie note
as hnving been the point of disembarka-
tion of the troops in one of the expedi-
tions of Gen. Banks, & memento of which
we saw in the wreck of the steamer
Nauszaun, near the island. It was also a
large banse of supplies for our army during
the Mexican war. Several large store-
honses were then erected, which were de-
stroyed by a severe storm a few years be-
fore our visit, being swept agay by the
witer, which submerged the greater por-
tion of the islund., The orly defensc of
the karbor is Fort Polk, an unfini
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time all of the surrenders of the rebel
troops had taken place exeept that of
Gen. Kirby Smith, who was in command
of the Department of Texas: and, as fur-
ther trouble in that quarter was antici-
pated by the Governinent, the eolored
corps was ordered to that State. The sur-
render, however, took place before our ar-
rival. The narrative of my expericnce

Lduriug my scjourn in that distaot field of




